Our trip to Morwellham Quay on Thursday, May 26th was a great success and
we all had a very interesting day out. We were invited to step back in time into
the Victorian period when Morwellham was a thriving inland port on the River
Tamar where locally mined copper and tin ore were loaded onto sailing ships
and exported throughout Europe, making it the busiest copper ore port in
Queen Victoria’s Empire; the Queen herself visited in 1856. Local craftsmen &
historians were on hand encouraging us to get involved in the various
activities available.The village school was in session giving visitors an
insight into how children were taught in the Victorian era; their lessons,
discipline and recreation. We were told about child labour and how very
young children were exploited in the various tasks they were expected to
perform. Rope making was demonstrated & we were invited to “have a go”
using an authentic period rope making machine. For some of us the highlight
of the visit was the train ride which took us into the George and Charlotte
copper mine along the beautiful banks of the River Tamar before entering the
mine deep into the heart of the hillside; our driver took us “backalong” in
time stopping the train at relevant places to explain the history, the social
impact and giving us an insight into what it must have been like underground
working by candielight. Several of us visited Ruth’s Cottage which was used
in the TV series “Edwardian Farm.” It was enlightening to witness how
Victorian/Edwardian miners’ families lived & worked in such cramped
conditions. Finally,the day ended with a welcome cup of tea before heading
home after a busy but extremely interesting day out.
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